Photography II

Mrs. Kubacki

Shooting Assignment II: Portraits

The concept of portrait photography is a simple one: you take pictures of people. However, successful portrait photography is a complex undertaking when your goal is to produce unique, aesthetically appealing, technically correct images. For this project, you will explore the many considerations for taking successful portraits, including expression, content, poses, environment, lighting, and metering. 

Your assignment is to take one roll of film of the same person. Choose someone you know fairly well, and try to reveal something about this person such as his or her personality, habits, cultural background, occupation, roll in society, interests, etc. 
Remember – You are the photographer! Only you can see how your subject’s poses are working for your compositions. Be sure to give your subject plenty of direction when taking your photos. 

Some considerations:

· What do you want to say about this person? How do you intend to do this? Be sure to share your ideas with your subject so that they know what’s expected of them. 

· What kind of lighting would best fit the mood/message of your photos?

· What kind of setting is most appropriate for your intention? Do you want to set the person in his or her “natural environment” or do you want to set something up? If you want to use a plain background, why, and how can you best accomplish this?

· The clothing and accessories that a person wears can reveal a lot about that individual. You may want to discuss this with your subject prior to shooting. 

· You must include your subject’s face in these images, but think about what else you want to include. How will cropping affect what you have to say about your subject? For example, if your subject is an actor, do you want to focus on his or her expressive face, or do you want show him or her in the setting of a theater?  

Light Metering:  In order to expose for the best skin tone, you will use a light metering technique called spot metering. This is done by holding your camera (and thus your meter) very close to your subject’s face and adjusting your settings for the proper exposure of this area. Once you have the right setting for the skin tone, you may step away and crop as you wish, but leave the settings the same. You do not have to formally bracket for this assignment, but you should try a couple of different exposures just to be safe. 

Your final product must be one image that reveals something essential about your subject. If you wish, you may print on 8”x10” paper.
