Huron High School IB DP Visual Arts Syllabus 
Mrs. Kubacki
kubacki@aasp.12.mi.us
(734)994-2040 x37599
COURSE DESPCRIPTION (from the IB Visual Arts Guide): The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity, expression, communication and understanding. We celebrate the visual arts not only in the way we create images and objects, but also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect and respond to the practices of art-making by others from around the world. 

The DP Visual Arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives, students are expected to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices and media. 

Through inquiry, investigation, reflection and creative application, visual arts students develop an appreciation for the expressive and aesthetic diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed makers and consumers of visual culture.
This is a two-year course, and can be taken for SL or HL. 

IB Learners strive to be: 
Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, Risk-Takers, Balanced, Reflective
ASSESSMENT: There will be two main types of assessment in this course: 

1. School-based assessments: Daily work, projects, homework, critiques, and participation; This is the grade you will see in PowerSchool and it will go on your Huron transcript.
2. IB Assessments – Internal and External

a. Comparative Study (External) 

b. Process Portfolio (External)

c. Exhibition (Internal)

SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENTS

Studio Production: The main focus of this course will be on the artwork created in class. Each production project will be assessed based on the criteria given at the beginning of the assignment. 

Process Journal: Students will develop an in-depth visual record of their creative process, both in and out of class. Most of this work will be kept in the process journal (sketch book).  Students will use their journals to demonstrate the development of their ideas, their technical skill building, and their experimentations with materials. Process journals will also be used to record students’ notes, research, reflections, and other types of creative problem solving. 
Written Responses, Critiques, and Research: Students will regularly write responses to their own work and to others’ work. Group and individual critiques will be used to evaluate student progress. Written research will be also be part of the course evaluation.

Participation: Participation will be assessed on the student’s willingness to work consistently and to contribute in a positive, respectful, and cooperative manner. Involvement in classroom discussions, student critiques, and daily clean-up responsibilities will also be included. Participation will make up 20% of each marking period grade. 

Attendance: It is essential that students have good attendance in order to be successful in a studio art class. Tardiness and unplanned absences negatively affect the progress of everyone involved in the class. 

· Students must contact me the day they return from an absence regarding the work they missed. 
· Students with excused absences will be given the amount of time they were gone plus one extra day to make up missed work. 
· Students who arrive without a pass after the bell will be marked tardy. Three unexcused tardies will result in detention with the teacher. Students who fail to fulfill assigned detentions will receive an administrative referral.
· Repeated unexcused absences will result in a call home, administrative referral, and detention or other disciplinary action. 
Grade Set-Up

Class Work = Art projects, Practice drawings, Homework, Hand-outs, Critiques, Quizzes

Participation = Daily work, attitude, effort, clean-up duties, classroom contributions

1st Marking Period Grade = Class Work (80%) + Participation (20%)

2nd Marking Period Grade = Class Work (80%) + Participation (20%)

Final Exam Grade = Final Project + Written Assessment
Semester Grade = 1st Marking Period (40%) + 2nd Marking Period (40%) + Final Exam Grade (20%)

PROJECTS (subject to change)
Year 1:

Drawing – Self Portraits

Drawing – Human Figure

Painting – Abstraction Series

Painting – Non-Traditional Surfaces

Ceramic Sculpture – Juxtaposition

Digital Photography – “A Day In My Life”

Mixed Media – Free Association

Painting – Landscapes

Year 2:
Printmaking – Political Posters

Ephemeral – Outdoor Sculpture

Drawing – Objective Still Life

Painting – Food as Art

Sculpture – Calder’s Circus

Project Time – Self Directed

Exhibition
Project Time – Self Directed
Comparative Study

IB MANDATED ASSESSMENTS
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ITask 1: Comparative study 2oy 208
« Students analyse and compare different artworks by different artists. This Independent
critical and contextual investigation explores artworks, objects and artfacts from
differing cultural contexts,
|At SL: Compare at least 3 different |ALHL: As SL plus a reflection on the extent to which
Jartworks, by at least 2 different artsts, | thelr work and practices have been influenced by
[with commentary over 10-15 pages. |any of the art/artists examined (3-5 pages).
l40% |40%

[Task 2: Process portfolio

 Students submit carefully selected materials which evidence thelr experimentation,
exploration, manipulation and refinement of a varlety of visual arts activities during the
two-year course.

|At SL:9-18 pages. The submitted work | At HL: 13-25 pages. The submitted work should be In
should be in atleast two differentart-  [at least three different art-making forms.
making forms,
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Task 3: Exhibition

© Students submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from thelr exhibition.
“The selected pleces should show evidence of thelr technical accomplishment during the.

visual arts course and an understanding of the use of material, ideas and practices

appropriate to visual communication.

l40% |40%

|At SL: 4-7 pieces with exhibition text for each,
/A curatorial rationale (400 words maximur).

|ALHL: 811 pleces with exhibition text for
leach. A curatorial ationale (700 words
maximum)






(Please sign and return this portion)

I have read and understood the above information.  I agree to follow the rules and requirements for this class. 

Student___________________________
Course/Hour_________________________

Parent/Guardian _______________________________
Date____________________

