Art and Design

Mrs. Kubacki

Continuous Contour Flower Drawing

You have been learning about and practicing the continuous contour drawing style in order to enhance your observational drawing skills, your attention to detail, and your hand-eye coordination. You will now use those skills to create a finished work of art in the style of Georgia O’Keeffe. O’Keeffe created large, detailed, close-up works of art which represented natural objects such as flowers, shells, and animal bones. 

You will follow these procedures to create your own O’Keeffe-style work of art:

1. Choose a silk flower and label it with your name and hour. You will use this same flower for the entire project.

2. Create 3 or 4 thumbnail sketches of the flower in your sketchbook to explore possibilities for compositions. Look at your flower from different angles and think about what to include and what to crop. Your sketches should show close-up views in the style of O’Keeffe with little or no negative space. 

3. Choose your best thumbnail and do one small practice continuous contour line drawing with pen in your sketchbook. Your drawing should show LOTS of detail of the form and texture of your flower.

4. Create your final drawing on black paper using pencil. Even though you are using pencil, approach the drawing with the same attention to detail and flowing line as a regular continuous contour line drawing. 
5. Trace over your drawing with white glue. Be VERY CAREFUL not to smear the glue as you work.

6. Practice using pastels on scrap black paper to determine your color scheme. Your color choices can reflect the actual color of your flower or can be up to your own expressive interpretation. Mix analogous colors for a shaded effect. 

7. Use pastels to complete your piece. 

You will be graded on the following criteria. 

· Your drawing uses the continuous contour line drawing style.

· Your drawing shows accurate proportions.

· Your image creates a strong composition through your use of space.

· Your color choices enhance your image through color harmonies or contrast. 

· You demonstrate good craftsmanship (time and care spent). 
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