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Photo II

Analyzing Photographs

The following questions can be used to help you look at and understand photographic images. 

1. Give a brief physical description of the photograph. (Subject matter, composition, etc.)

2. What can you tell (or guess) about the photographer’s intention? (Is he or she trying to sell something? To make a social statement? To record the facts? To present something beautiful? Etc.)

3. What is the greatest emphasis in the photograph? How has the photographer created
this emphasis? (Focus? Light? Depth of field? Etc.)

4. What other elements (line, value, color, shape, form, texture, space) and principles 

balance, emphasis, contrast, variety, movement, proportion, unity) of design did the artist use? How do these qualities affect the image. Be specific. 
5. What emotional impact does the image have? (Sorrow? Amusement? Excitement?
Etc.) How is this emotion physically portrayed?

6. Based on your analysis of the photograph, do you think this is a successful image? Explain why or why not.

